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ow that the birthday candles have been blown out and the celebrations have ended, it’s
Nprobably a good time to reflect on just what “being 50” means to the Air Force. Al L
though this remains somewhat conjecture since I’'m not quite there yet myself, I feel '_"
fairly confident in doing this ‘cause I'm a whole heckuva lot closer to it than the majority of we
ders. - "
!

or starters, how should we act? Well, I think this one’s obvious. We should act like
we’ve got 50 years of experience to temper our judgment and to guide us when we’re faced N
tough choices. Our experiences, both bad and good, should have been ones we learned

- so the trick is to use that learning in order to prevent repeating our mistakes. In fact, we e ¥
have writtenreams and reams of documents that reflect those experiences; they’re called Policy, .
Pla Directives, Instructions, Multi-Command Manuals, Technical Orders, Flight Manu- " -y
elated Operating Instructions, Checklists, and so on. One of the things about .
over halfiof the Air Force’s 50 years is that, to a large degree, I can tell
et something written into one of these documents. Whether et

ree with therr rules and procedures got the way they are “the hard way.” It
at age 50, w rt enough to respect those who have gone before us and abide »
ey wrote with their sweat and their blood.

ike that at 50, we’d have a healthy amount of skepticism. You know, in addi- 3 ‘£"
ose things we have written down as “procedures,” there are lots of things some J: &
e to call “techniques.” Personally, I call them WOM’s, or “Word Of Mouths,” and, t
W 'you ought to just call ‘em “Trouble, with a Capital “T’.” These things are 3
umented in any form, and usually spread like a computer virus without
OME o se techniques are really first rate and are destined to "&
formalidocuments. Usually these are the ones with a known source and : .
i '-'-_ oniker — the Immelmann turn comes immediately to mind. p—
ize and fog o perfect memory clouded by recollections -
2, just erent.” Whoa! Time to act 50. Give a little
y benignly, and answer, “I’l] think about it.” Then !
ns from fo ks‘%rou trust, check the books to see what
jea that another guy might have pulled out of thin air.

-

: think 50 means to us is that we need to have a sense of adding to our legacy.
just writing more history, although that’s certainly a part of legacy. This isn’t just
g the world a better place,” but that, too, is certainly part of it. Nor is mentoring the next
eration our only responsibility in leaving a legacy. When I look back on our first 50 years,
the common theme I see to our “golden legacy” is that we have made a tradition of making
. progress. We've never let setbacks be more than temporary, and we’ve never lost sight of our
next objective. When reaching a goal, we documented the lessons learned, gauged the next
gc then struck out for it. I think this has been the secret to success for our first 50, and

need to continue it to create our legacy for the next 50 years--our “boundless future.”

~ Congratulations on passing 50, Air Force! Keep “Aiming High.” B

Colonel Turk/MaTsha/l

Tt q Chief of Safety
- ‘; - - f
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always wanted tosise that linel).
Thin wispy clouds*scudded across

Mr) fO'V tbe W]nte}’ the full harvest moon, orange tinted in

the evening sky. Gaunt and barren trees

1 ]S a gye at time to St a-yt t was a dark and g—loi'gqmy-night,' (I've

with limbs reaching over the roadway
BMt Wb] e 2901/1 are created a dark tunnel where the falter-
ing flameffrom the lantern in my
quivering hand was the only light. A fit-

| ”’19 tbat Sk] U’W) 014 ful bfeeze pushed withered leaves fallen

from the trees into my path. A gentle

ng fo.ywa.rb tO tbe ho ]bays/ crackling and rustling, my footsteps

were the only sounds I could hear.
Sounds like the start of a story you’d

tell around a campfire, doesn’t it? I love

October and the fall season. Crisp, cool
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Safe at any speed SSgt Brook Morris 5BW/SEG Minot AFB ND
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QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS

CONCERNING DATA ON THIS

PAGE SHOULD BE

ADDRESSED TO HQ ACC/SEF,

CAPT “E.T."” MOORE
DSN: 574-8816

TotaL | Acc

cANG b CAFR

Augl THRUAUG i, A THRU AUG i ) THRU AUG HAuG| THRU AUG
FY97 |[FY96 FY97 |FY96 FY97 [FY96 | FY97 |[FY96
CLASS A MISHAPS 1] 18 |15 1 |10 [10 0|5 1|5 0/ 3 |0
AIRCREW FATALITIES 0 149 0|2 |8 0|2 |1 010 | O
% IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS | 2/0 | 12/0 [11/1 @ 2/0 | 50 | 7/1 0 |4/0 |4/0 0|30/ 0
sk OUT OF ENVELOPEEJECTIONS | o | o |1/0 o |lo o o | o |10 0o/0 (0
- ] ) syl 0
“GCUOMPARISON R!
FYos| o 11| 08] 06| 09| 12| 10| 09| 10| 14| 21| 20
ACC Fyor| o 0 0 06| 10| 08| 16| 21| 21| 23| 22
FY96| 0 0 0 ] 0 0 0 0 1.2 10| 17| 15
8 AF FYo97| o 0 0 0 0 0 0 12| 11| 10| 09
FYo96| o 0 0 0 0 1.1 10| 08| 08| 21| 19| 1.8
9 AF FYo7r[ o 0 0 17| 14| 11| 29| 25| 23| 27| 25
FYo6| o0 34| 24| 18| 29| 23| 20| 17| 15| 14| 31| 29
12 AF FYoz| o 0 0 0 0 0 10| 17| 15| 20| 18
FYos| © 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
DRU Fyoz| o 0 0 0 57| 47| 40| 35| 64| 58| 53
FYo6| o0 19| 13| 22| 18| 22| 19| 17| 20| 18| 20| 19
CANG FYoz| o 38| 26| 33| 27| 30| 26| 22| 20| 22| 20
CAF FYos| © 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
R Fyoz| o 63| 42| 31| 52| 61| 53| 47| 42| 41| 40
TOTAL FY96| 0 13 09| 10| 1.1 14| 12| 10| 12| 11| 19| 18
FYoz| o 19| 13| 17| 19| 20| 23| 24| 24| 25| 23
MONTH OCT| NOV| DEC| JAN | FEB | MAR| APR| MAY| JUN | JUL | AUG | SEP
s
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Nuclear Surety Deficiency costs add up!
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